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INTRODUCTION

Methane (CH,) is the second most important greenhouse
gas, and the increase of atmospheric CH, concentrations
has accelerated significantly in recent years. One suspected
reason is an increase in emissions from natural sources
such as freshwater sediments or wetlands. Rivers are not
only an important contributor to atmospheric CH,, but also
account for much of the uncertainty in global budgets. This
project has the aim to better understand the CH, cycle in
riverbeds.
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1.) Methane production in the riverbed was substantial,
but concentrations varied in space. Methane was actively
produced during winter at one site.
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